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CHIN NATIONAL DAY

MESSAGE

By Nehginpao Kipgen

Introduction:

A society is built stronger by the coherence
of individuals in the community. Civilization of one’s
nation is demonstrated by the evident transition it
undertakes. Although the essence of the Chin National
Day (CND) is yet to be fully realized by some, many
have come to sense its variant efficacies with years
of celebration. Marking the day in calendar as a “Red
Letter Day” is ingenuously inherent. Memories of
childhood days continue to linger in my mind when
young and old alike were woken blissful by the day’s
eventin Burma. It could have had much more indelible
effects had | personally been part of the program. A
maxim: To err is human. | do regret for not having
visited the Chin state myself. Nevertheless, my love
for the people and the rich cultural heritage has never
been greater. A hope for a democratic Chin state, under
a federal union of Burma, falters not. While scores of
points are out there to touch on this day, let me put
my emphasis on three benign points — (i) CND &
Politics, (i) CND & Diplomacy and (iii) CND &
Education.

CND & Politics:

The Chin Hills, like other geographical
regions of Burma, was under the British colonial rule
since Burma’s conquest in 1886. It was during
this protracted period that a juggernaut transformation
had taken its course both in politics and social lives.
The Chin Hills was a constituent member to the
founding of the union of Burma at the Panglong
agreement on February 12, 1947. This historic
agreement was signed in the presence of 23

37

representatives from the Shan State, the Kachin Hills
and the Chin Hills, who agreed to form an interim
government. Although the 1947 constitution did not
make any specific mention about federalism, the aim
of the agreement was to have a federal government in
which every individual state would have to take
responsibility for their own government. Clement
Attlee was the British Prime Minister at that time. Prior
to independence, Burma was ruled under two
administrative units - the valley area and the hill area
states. During this period, many people from the hill
areas converted to Christianity after being convinced
by the English Christian missionaries. This large
conversion had immense impact on the Chin society
and its lifestyles including but not limited to social
institutions.

Burma’s independence from the British rule
on January 4, 1948 was the hallmark of today’s Chin
National Day. Under the newly established democratic
government, February 20 was designated for the Chin
National Day at the Chin Special Division general
conference held from February 19-20, 1948. The first
anniversary was marked on February 20, 1951 with U
Nu, the first Prime Minister of free Burma, attending
the occasion. Since then, the day has become a public
holiday in the union of Burma. However, today; the
true spirit of this celebration inside Burma is in low
ebb. The Chinlanders are coerced to rename the day
into merely “Chin State Day” by the authority.
Politically, this renaming, if made permanent, is a
collateral deviation from its ingrained original meaning.

While sociology itself is directly or indirectly
intertwines with politics, the predominant structure
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of one’s society generally entails the prevailing
political set up. Given the nature of how the CND was
formulated — abandoning aristocratic or chieftainship
system of governance for democracy - it,
unequivocally, is a historic consequence of political
transition in the Chin people’s history. Politics is not
a juggling term, but rather simply means “Art and
science of government.” Interestingly, the day could
also be celebrated as a socio-political event.
Meanwhile, it is worth knowing how a chieftainship
system still plays a vital role in our Kuki society today
in the northeastern states of India. Proponents and
defendants of the system are of the view that retaining
it is a means to preserving our culture as a distinct
people in the world.

However, | am personally of the opinion that
either it be reformed or abolished in its entirety. The
issue is cited here to comparatively discuss the
divergent perceptions toward our traditional
governing system in different geographical locations.

CND & Diplomacy:

In asimplest term, diplomacy may be defined
as establishing relations with others. This auspicious
day deserves to be beyond mass gathering and
cultural show. With no single society on earth is
independently self-sufficient, the event can be
advantaged for welding diplomacy at national and
international levels. For instance, at arms length, our
brethren Kukis and Mizos celebrate, among others,
Chavang Kut in autumn season and Chapchar Kut in
summer respectively; the events of both attract large
crowd. Sharing of such events will undoubtedly yield
mutual benefits to our people regardless of ideological
disparities. Blood is always thicker than water.

On this CND, the Chins ought to reach their
hands out to the two brothers — Kukis and Mizos. It
was touchy and heart winning when the Mizo Zirlai
Paw! organized the Chin-Kuki-Mizo (Lushai) group
of people under the theme “Unao Kan Ni (We are
brothers)” in the state of Mizoram in 2004. Similarly,
the Kukis annually organize the event called “KUT

Festival,” which may be construed as a broadened
picture of Chavang Kut to accommodate the Chin-
Kuki-Mizo group of people as one family. Both events
are pompously celebrated every year in India.
Continuance of such practice will not only cement
but strengthens our oneness despite the varied
contemporary socio-political contentions.

The death of Dr. Vumson Suantak, who
passionately advocated for the need of unification, is
a living lesson to ponder. The people who persist to
identify themselves distinctively under different
nomenclatures - Chin, Kuki and Mizo - all claimed that
Vumson belongs to their own fold. Our actions speak
louder than the rhetoric assertions. Beyond this group
people, the Chins can expand their diplomatic circle
by reaching out to people of other nationalities.
Having more good friends is unambiguously better
than being surrounded by unfriendly and strangers.
To this end, everyone has equally important role and
responsibility.

While living far away from home, the
permeating trend of love and concerns for one another
needs to be deeply rooted in everyone’s heart.

Whether we claim to be a U.S. citizen or a
citizen of any other civilized nation, we are what we
are and will remain to die as who we are. Let us explore
what we can do for our people and our country.

CND & Education:

Personality may add to the beauty of one’s
dignity, yet education remains the foundation of an
individual. Not only remembering the importance of
the day, but organizers and community leaders should
also encourage the necessity of educational
upliftment; especially in the minds of young and
emerging ones on whom the strength of our future
generation lies. However, a brain-drain is also a
vicinity to futile for one’s community. One must not
content with his or her knowledge level to the point
of not wanting to learn. There needs to be a paramount
concept that “Learning never ends in life.” Always
aim to compete with people of higher stratus for good.
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On the night of 2005 Christmas Eve, | meta
lady, whose name was Rosy, from the Halkha speaking
group, who came to the states a year ago. As we
shared how life is very competitive in this country,
she sincerely admitted how tough it is for her to catch
up with the rapidly advancing American society.
Indeed, this explicit challenge is a daunting task for
everyone. There is no doubt about the roughness of
the path. Despite the rugged terrain, one needs to
have a gut to undertake to the task. “We sow shall we
reap.”

Unlike back home in our motherland under
the military dictatorial regime, there are a wide variety
of opportunities for people who have the desires for
better education. Grants and loans are available for
aspiring candidates in every level of education.
Everyone may not become a Master’s or Ph.D. degree
holder; yet, one still can become a specialist in the
profession that interests him. No profession is less
important. Let us always attempt to achieve the best
and do our best. Meanwhile, it is an ideal thing for
young learners to seek advice from seniors and
experienced people before exploring any adventure.
One other advantage for people living in the states is
that educational opportunities remain open for both
young and old at our own convenient schedules. As
life is always a learning process, never gets tired of
learning. When one becomes educated, he is not only
for himself, but also is a boon to the society at large.

Going to school with the eventual aim of
making money is good; but it is even better if one can
go to school for building his intellectual capacity and
enhancing self-confidence in this competitive global
village.

Conclusion:

One might wonder why this typical message
is prepared for the Chin National Day. To them, this is
done intentionally and purposefully. Not only
understanding what attributes to the ethical
background of the day, but also to expedite in the
way that will mutually benefit every individual and

the community as a whole. To put it in the nutshell,
the CND is unambiguously a political event, yet can
be ameliorated as a socio-political fantasy. The
celebration can also be extended for a diplomatic
avenue to establish firmer and healthier foothold of
the chin people vis-a-vis other nationalities. Let us
not only anticipate, but explore what we can contribute
to the welfare and burgeoning of our people.
Altruism earns honor while eccentricity and
egoism could engender dogmatic stigma. Finally, the
event should be invested to motivate the morale of
our emerging learners and potential leaders to attain
maturity as we uphold dignity, identity and integrity.
|
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CHIN IDENTITY
and
CHIN NATIONAL DAY

Zing Cung

[CG Note: This article was the most popular piece
among Chin communities, in Asia, Europe, and

North America during

the Chin National Day Celebration in 2005 February 20]

INTRODUCTION:

Chin National Day was the result of our
forefathers’ collaborated effort in order for our Chin
people to have freedom, liberty, equality, and
management of our own affairs without outside
interference. On February 20, 2005, we will be
celebrating the 57th anniversary of that united effort
of our Chin people. The date February 20 was
designated for the Chin National Day at the Chin
Special Division General Conference held on February
19-20, 1948. At the first celebration of the Chin National
Day held on February 20, 1951, the then Prime Minister
of the Union of Burma U Nu himself attended, and the
Government of the Union of Burma recognized
February 20 as the National Holiday. Chin National
Day shows that we the Chins are a distinct people in
the Union of Burma.

THE INDEPENDENCE OF BURMAAND THE
BEGINNING OF NATIONAL TURMOIL:

Before the British imperialization of Burma
the Chins always managed their own affairs. They
were never ruled by any outside power. The Chins
themselves were the sole authority in the internal
matters of the Chins. Only after the British conquered
the Chins, Chin Hills was ruled by the British
government. Even then, the British ruled Chin hills
under a separate administration called “1896 Chin
Hills Regulation Act”, different from that of the Burma
proper.
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At the end of the Second World War when
Burma was going to gain independence from Britain,
the Chins met with other ethnic groups of
contemporary Burma such as Kachin, Shan, and
Burman, and agreed that all the ethnic nationalities of
Burma must have equal opportunity, equal right, and
democratically shared power in the independent Union
of Burma. This means that when the Chin agreed to
join the Burman, Shan, Kachin, etc. to get
independence from the British, they joined only after
the Burmans and all other agreed that the Chin will
have self-government of their territory and the right
of cessation from the Union if they so desire. After
that historic Agreement (aka Panglong Agreement)
the Union of Burma began to appear in the countries-
map of the world.

However, essence of  Panglong
Agreement as well as the visions and intents of the
signatories of Panglong Agreement were not honor
by the rulers of Burma. As a result, serious
disagreements followed by armed conflicts between
the rulers of Burma and other ethnic groups began to
appear by 1949, and national turmoil continues until
today.

CHIN NATIONAL DAY WAS ANNULLED:
Chin National Day is the symbolic
confirmation of the Chin national identity. Because of
that there had been many attempts to annul the Chin
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National Day even when Burma had the governmental
system of Parliament Democracy. During the
administration of Revolutionary Council of Burma,
the rulers of Burma continued to try to change it into
Chin Special Division Day. After that the Burma
Socialist Program Party attempted again to change it
into Chin State Day. Eventually when the State Law
and Order Restoration Council (SLORC) (renamed as
the State Peace and Development Council (SPDC) in
1997) took over the State power, the Chin National
Day was changed into Chin State Day by force.

We the Chins gained Statehood in the
Union of Burma on January 3, 1974. Instead of naming
that date as Chin State Day, the rulers of Burma
changed the Chin National Day (February 20) into
Chin State Day. This indicates that those rulers want
to destroy the Chin National Day which is the hallmark
of the Chin National identity. Now the only recognized
National Day in Burma is December 6 (Burmese
Calendar Tasawng mung lahpih kyaw se yeh). This
implies that there is only one recognized nationality
in Burma, namely Burman. Therefore the annulment
of Chin National Day, changing it into Chin State Day
is a symbolic non-recognition of other ethnic
nationalities in the Union of Burma.

At present the calendars produced in
Burma only mark one National Day, namely the Burman
National Day, as mentioned above. Other ethnic
National Days had been completely rescinded in
Burma. This act of non-recognition clearly showed
the intention of the rulers of Burma to eradicate other
ethnic nationalities and/or assimilate them into one
ethnic national identity, namely Burman. Ever since
Burma gained independence the rulers of Burma have
been proclaiming a slogan of ‘unity among all the
ethnic nationalities’. However, their actions of non-
recognition of other ethnic nationalities in Burma point
to the fact that they never intend to have ‘unity in
diversity” where every ethnic group is recognized as
a distinct national but ‘unity in uniformity’ where all
distinct ethnic nationals eventually will be assimilated
into the Burman national.
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PROHIBITION OF NON-BURMAN LANGUAGES
IN SCHOOLS:

The survival of a people’s identity
depends on the survival of their language. If the
language extincts so does the identity of the people.
For that reason people who want to maintain their
national identity always make sure that their language
does not come to extinction. Since 1948 State
Constitution had been drawn twice in Burma. In both
constitutions the Burmese language was declared as
the official language of the country at the exclusion
of other national languages in the Union of Burma. In
the 104 basic principles of the military junta’s National
Convention, it is stated again that the official language
of Burma shall be the Burmese language. This means
that other ethnic languages in Burma shall not be
allowed to use as an alternative official language even
where the majority of occupants in that State may not
be speakers of the Burmese language. This also means
that non-Burman ethnic nationals of Burma will not
be allowed to learn their native language in schools
of their own States. During the past 50 years we have
witnessed the reduction and marginalization of our
own language in Chin State by the ruling Burman
authority. At the present time no Chin language is
taught in the schools of Chin State. Many Chin elders
told us that we have lost a good percentage of our
native language to the Burman language. Restriction
on the learning of Chin has already taken its toll on
the Chin youth. A high percentage of Chin teenagers
are not literate in their own language, and some Chin
children have developed negative attitudes towards
their native language. If we lose our language we will
also lose our national identity.

ATTEMPTS TOWEDGE OUR NATIONAL UNITY:
Burma has eight different major ethnic
groups: Arakan, Burman, Chin, Kachin, Karen,
Karenni, Mon and Shan. Except the rulers of Burma,
these ethnic groups have been trying to achieve the
system of Federal Union where every ethnic group
would enjoy self-determination in their own State.
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However, the “racist” rulers of Burma who have the
“great Burman mentality” always oppose the system
of Federal Union where all the ethnic groups in Burma
will have equal opportunity, equal right, and shared
power in the Federal government as well as their own
State government. In opposition to the Federal Union
system the military junta claimed that there are 135
ethnic groups in Burma. Therefore a small country
like Burma cannot have 135 States for each ethnic
group.

As simple as it is, the junta’s claim is a
very dangerous wedge that can divide our people. Its
main purpose is to create discords among our people,
and then to hold our people apart so that we could
not have unity among us. Our disunity then will allow
the outside power to rule us very easily.

In order to avoid such trap of “divide and
rule” in the guise of “diversity” by the military junta,
we always need to be aware of the continual assaults
on our unity which can potentially come from within
ourselves as well as from outside. If we fall into the
trap of the “racist” rulers of Burma we will be
exterminated or assimilated into Burman ethnicity, and
eventually lose our national identity.

CONCLUSION:

When the Chin joined other ethnic groups
to form the Union of Burma, we joined them as a distinct
people who had its own national identity and self-
determination. Our Chin forefathers did not join the
Union with the idea that the Chins and the Burmans
are the same, or the Chins will become Burmans. In
addition, we have never conceded to the idea that the
Burman ethnic group should have more ruling right
than others, just because it had more population than
other ethnic groups. We joined the Union of Burma
as an equal partner in all matters, and with that
understanding we co-founded the Union of Burma
together.

Burma is not (and has never been) a place
where only one ethnic group lives. Itis a place where
multi-ethnic groups live together. Therefore every

ethnic group should be able to manage their own
affairs in their own State while sharing power in the
Federal Union. Our native language should be the
official language, and we should have the right to
celebrate our National Day with great joy and
festivities in our own State. If we are denied those
rights of language and national identity, it means that
the rulers of Burma are trying to assimilate us into
their own ethnicity.

World history taught us that there had
been so many small ethnic groups which were
assimilated by the greater ones. As a relatively a small
ethnic group we are in great danger from being
absorbed by the bigger Burman group. There had
been distinct ethnic groups of people in Burma such
as Pyo, Thet, and Kanyan. But today they are nowhere
to be found because they had been assimilated by
the Burmans.

I believe that we do not want the name of
our people “Chin” to be found only in history. Then
we need to protect ourselves from being assimilated,
and give our collaborated effort to maintain our
national identity. We need to emphasize our affinities
and minimize our differences. In the offices of
government, in the schools, in the media, and in all
matters of daily life, we need to use the local Chin
language as the official language in all over Chin State.
Finally, the Chin people must be the sole authority to
manage the Chin affairs in our own State. Only then
our Chin national identity will live and we will be able
to celebrate the Chin National Day meaningfully.

May God bless and protect our Chin people.

Zing Cung
February 2005

000 - 2006

42




Vol. 1/06 Chin National Journal

Ethnic Nationalities
or
Who are we?

By Dr. Suikhar

All of us agreed that the root causes of
today’s Burma crisis are lack of democracy and human
rights, and rights of ethnic nationalities. It is very
clear what we mean about democracy and human rights
but there is no clear interpretation on rights of ethnic
nationalities. We also don’t have a clear definition on
the term ethnic nationalities. Many ethnic leaders claim
that Burman also is one of the ethnic nationalities but
both many of Burman and ethnic nationalities
disagreed explicitly or implicitly on this claim for
instance, there is no Burman’s representative in Ethnic
Nationalities Councill as well as no Burman’s political
Party in members of United Nationalities League for
Democracy?2. It means that there are differences
between Burman and the rest of ethnic nationalities
of Burma. What are these? | don’t think that majority
and minority based on number of populations isn’t
the only difference but there are other differences.

The Origin of the terms “indigenous peoples”
The terms Aborigine, Schedule Tribe, Tribe
and Nationality are invented by the colonizers but
these are carried negative connotation like
backwardness and primitivism. The term of
indigenous also descended from the abovementioned
words and the same connotation too. In her historical
review of international practice in the use of the
concept, E.I. Daes writes that the
“international discussion of the concept
of “indigenous” evolved from the late nineteenth
century until the establishment of the UN Working
Group in 1892, within the frame work of European
languages, notably English, Spanish, and German.
English and Spanish share a common root of Latin
term indigenae, which was used to distinguish between
person persons who were born in particular place and
those who arrived from elsewhere (advanae). The
French term autochtone has, by comparison, Greek
roots and, like German term Ursprung, suggests that
the group to which it refers was the first to exist in the
particular location. Hence, the semantic roots of the

terms historically used in modern international law
share a single conceptual element: priority in time.”

In fact, there is no United Nations official
definition on the terms “indigenous peoples” but there
is a working definition set up by Mr. Martinez Cobo
who conducted “study on indigenous populations”
on behalf of UN Working Group on Indigenous
Populations (WGIP). Instead of clear definition, he
set up criteria for whom they can themselves consider
as indigenous peoples. It is called self-identification.
World Bank, International Labour Organization and
Asian Development Bank also have working definition
on indigenous peoples and there are slight differences
but all of these definitions are based on Mr. Cobo’s
working definition. We can see three main elements in
Mr. Cobo’s criteria on the working definition of
indigenous peoples such as

“Indigenous communities, peoples and
nations are those which having historical continuity
with pre-invasion and pre-colonial societies that
developed on their on territories, consider themselves
distinct from sectors of societies now prevailing in
those territories, parts of them. They form at present
non-dominant sectors of society, are determined to
preserve, develop and transmit future generation their
ancestral territories, their ethnic identity, as basis of
their continued existence as peoples, in accordance
with their own cultural patterns, social institutions
and legal systems. Historical continuity such as
occupation of ancestral lands, or at least part of them,
common ancestry with the original occupants of these
lands, culture in general, or specific manifestations,
language (whether used as the only language, as
mother tongue, as the habitual mean of communication
at home or family, or the main, preferred, habitual or
nominal language) and other relevant factors”.3

Since 10 years ago, some ethnic nationalities
in Burma claimed that they belong to indigenous
peoples and many scholars from ethnic nationalities
as well as ethnic leaders hesitated to identify
themselves as such. State Peace and Development
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Council (SPDC) also stated their official position on
the terms of indigenous peoples when the Chin
National Front claimed that they are indigenous
people in the United Nations. In the 16th Session of
UN Working Group on Indigenous Populations, which
took place in July 1998 in Geneva, Mr. Linn Miang
who was member of Myanmar permanent mission to
Geneva UN office said “ Myanmar is a union that
comprises 135 indigenous national races. It is a well-
known fact that these 135 national races, including
the eight major ones, the Kachin, Kayah, Kayin, Chin,
Mon, Bamar, Rakhine and Shan, residing in Myanmar
are indigenous in the truest sense of the word. There
is no distinct early comer or later colonizer”. 4

However, the aforesaid criteria and working
definition were reaffirmed by the two workshops
jointly organized in 1995 and recently in March 2006
in Thailand by Asia Indigenous Peoples Pacts,
Tebtebba and International Working Group for
Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA) in which indigenous
leaders and experts from Asia and other regions
participated. It seems that self-identification under
the working definition shall be de facto international
agreement so far.

The terms “Ethnic Minorities”

Like indigenous peoples, there is no
international agreement on the terms “Ethnic
Minorities” but there are many indications on the
definition of the minorities. Mr. F. Capotorti who made
“Study on the rights of persons belonging to ethnic,
religious, linguistic minorities as Special Rappartuer
of the UN Sub-commission Protection and Promotion
of Human Rights proposed the following definition
on the term minorities from his perspective views,
“a group numerically inferior to the rest of the
population of the State, in a non-dominant position,
whose members- being nationals of the State, -possess
ethnic, linguistic or religious characteristics differing
from those of the rest of populations and show, if
only implicitly, a sense of solidarity, directed towards
preservation of their culture, traditions, religion and
language”. Thus defined, a group must not only lack
political power but lack the numerical strength ever
to gain political power by democracy means, before it
qualifies asa “minority”. 5

The Permanent Court of International Justice
(P.C.1.J) did not define the concept of minority but an
attempt to provide the meaning of “community” in
the Greco-Bulgarian Communities case as follow;
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“... a group of persons living in a given country or
local region having a race, religion language, and
traditions of their own, and united by their identity
race, religion, language, and traditions in a sentiment
of solidarity, with a view to preserving of their
traditions, maintaining their form of worship, securing
instruction and upbringing of their children in
accordance with the spirit and tradition of their race
and mutually assisting one another”6. The meaning
of concept of minority provided by P.C.1.J can be said
that it collapse into the same concept of indigenous
peoples therefore, Madame Daes said that indigenous
peoples are indeed peoples and not minorities or
ethnic groups.

Rights of Indigenous Peoples Vs Rights of
Minorities
As mention has been made in the above, indigenous
peoples and minorities are almost identical in terms of
their meanings and concepts. However, the two are
completely difference in terms of international human
rights law because indigenous peoples are recognized
as peoples and the later is recognized as a group and
granted individual rights to them.

Before | go to rights of indigenous peoples
as it is a draft and under the process of elaboration
for adoption, | would like to make analysis on “Rights
of Minorities”. The official title for rights of minorities
is called a UN Declaration on Rights belonging to
Persons of National or Nationalities, Religious, or
Linguistic Minorities in which (12) preambular
paragraphs and (9) operative articles are contained in
the text?.

In the Declaration, only operative article (2)
mentions about right for minorities to enjoy their own
culture, to profess and practise their own religion,
and to use their own language, participate effectively
in cultural, religious, social, economic and public life,
decisions on the national and, where appropriate,
regional level concerning the minority to which they
belong or the regions in which they live, in a manner
not incompatible with national legislation, establish
and maintain their own associations, establish and
maintain, without any discrimination, free and peaceful
contacts with other members of their group and with
persons belonging to other minorities, as well as
contacts across frontiers with citizens of other States
to whom they are related by national or ethnic,
religious or linguistic ties.

The rest of operative articles are statements
of states’ responsibility to fulfill and implement the
rights set forth in the declaration except operative
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article 8 and 9. Article 8 para (4) is limitation as it
should not be interpreted that allow any activity
contrary to the purposes and principles of the United
Nations, including sovereign equality, territorial
integrity and political independence of States. Article
9 mentions to be contributed by the specialize
agencies and other organizations of the United
Nations system to the full realization of the rights and
principles set forth in the Declaration, within their
respective fields of competence.

Rights of Indigenous Peoples

Since its establishment in 1982, the United
Nations Working Group on Indigenous Populations
(WGIP), a subsidiary body of the United Nations
Commission on Human Rights (CHR), has been
working on indigenous peoples’ issues, and since
1985, it began to focus on specific areas, including
the deliberation of a draft for a future United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. In
1993, the WGIP adopted a draft and submitted it to its
parent body, the UN Sub-Commission on Promotion
and Protection of Human Rights. In 1994, the Sub-
Commission approved the text forwarded by the WGIP
and submitted it to the CHR. In 1995, the Commission
established an open-ended intersessional working
group, which was mandated to elaborate a Declaration,
considering the draft prepared by the WGIP and
approved by the Sub-Commission. After 11 years of
elaboration, Chairperson of the Working Group came
up with a proposal on the text with amendments and
new articles to submit to CHR. Many indigenous
representatives and organizations as well as
governments expressed their support on the proposal.
It will be discussed and decided in the forthcoming
session in CHR.

The Draft Declaration breaks new ground
by addressing collective rights to a degree
unprecedented in international human rights law. The
rights cited in the draft are those generally taken for
granted in dominant societies: rights to survival,
political and cultural identity, and control over
resources. The Draft Declaration contains two major
parts, a “preambular” part, and an “operative’” part.
The preambular part, which contains the preamble
with twenty preambular paragraphs is referred to as
“PPs”. This part sets the tone for, and the parameters
of, the articles in the operative part, the latter being
generally referred to as “operative articles” or “OPs”.
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The Preambular Paragraphs
The preambular part includes references to historical
injustices perpetrated against indigenous peoples,
including colonization, the reiteration of the equality
of indigenous peoples to all other peoples, and the
need to promote respect for indigenous peoples’
inherent rights. The preamble recognizes that
indigenous peoples have the right to freely determine
their relationships with States in a spirit of coexistence,
mutual benefit and full respect. It contains references
to existing international human rights standards and
basic principles of international law, including the
Charter of the United Nations, the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,
the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, the principle of non-discrimination and, above
all, the principle on the equal application of the right
of self-determination to all peoples. The preamble
further welcomes the efforts of indigenous peoples in
organizing themselves for political, economic, social
and cultural enhancement, and recognizes that respect
for indigenous peoples’ knowledge, culture and
traditional practices contributes to sustainable
development and the protection of the environment.

The Operative Paragraphs

The operative paragraphs are set out in eight
parts of the operative part. Part | (Articles 1-5) is
declaratory in nature, in that it sets out some important
general principles, including the right to self-
determination. Part 11 (Articles 6, 7, 9, 10) affirms the
right of Indigenous peoples to physical existence,
integrity and security, and to full guarantees against
genocide, forced population transfer and dislocation,
and guarantees against the removal of indigenous
children from their families and communities. Part 111
(Articles 12-14) proclaims rights connected with the
cultural, spiritual and linguistic identity of Indigenous
peoples. Part IV (Articles 15 to 18) deals with the right
to education (right to set up indigenous educational
institutions, access to education in indigenous
languages and culture), access to public information
and media (including the appropriate portrayal of
indigenous culture in such media), international labour
law and national labour legislation concerning
standards and guarantees against child labour and
other violations of labour law standards.

Part V (Articles 19 to 24) includes the right
of indigenous peoples to maintain their own
institutions, their right to participate in legislative and
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administrative measures that affect them, including
through the application of the principle of Free, Prior
and Informed Consent, the rights and special needs
of indigenous elders, women, youth, children and
persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples’ right
to development, their right to health services of the
state, and the right to maintain their traditional
medicines and health practices, including the
conservation of their vital medicinal plants, animals
and minerals.

Part VI (Articles 25-30) deals with indigenous
peoples’ rights to lands, territories and the resources
thereon, including their right to cultural heritage,
traditional knowledge and traditional cultural
expressions, as well as the manifestations of their
sciences, technologies and cultures, including those
concerning human and genetic resources. Regarding
projects affecting Indigenous lands and other
resources, the principle of Free, Prior and Informed
Consent is acknowledged, particularly for projects
relating to minerals, water and other resources.

Part V11 (Articles 32 to 36) contains articles
that affirm indigenous peoples’ rights to determine
their own membership, to promote, develop and
maintain their institu- tional structures and their
distinctive customs, spirituality, traditions,
procedures, practices and to maintain and develop
contacts, relations and coope ration with their own
members and other peoples across borders.
Furthermore, a provision on the recognition,
observance and enforcement of treaties, agreements
and other constructive arrangements concluded
between States and indigenous peoples is also
included in this section.

Conclusion

When we discuss rights of ethic nationalities
in the context of Burma, we attempted to extract rights
that are contained in the documents, which are
concluded between ethnic nationalities and either
representatives or political party from dominant
societies. In fact, we also have human rights in
accordance with international human rights law that
may promise more satisfactions to ethnic nationalities
in Burma. There are two categories of non-dominant
society in international human rights law and their
rights also are quite differences. We ourselves should
decide which one would be fit with aspirations of
ethnic nationalities. Again, here is self-identification
and self-determination. l
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(Endnotes)
1 Look members of Ethnic Nationalities Council (Union
of Burma)
2 Look member parties of United Nationalities League
for Democracy
3 E/CN.4/ Sub.2/ 1986/ 7/add.4, United Nations
Publication
4 Myanmar Government’s statement delivered by Mr.
Lynn Miang in the 16th session of UNWGIP, Geneva,
1998
5 Mr. F. Capotorti who made “Study on the rights of
persons belonging to ethnic, religious, linguistic
minorities, United Nations Publication, Geneva, 1991,
para 568
6 See Greco-Bulgarian Communities (Advisory
Opinion), P.C.I1.Jseries B, No. 17, P.22, (30 July 1930)
7 Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to
National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic
Minorities, Adopted by General Assembly resolution
47/135 of 18 December 1992
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The Sound of Silence
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Most people will not be surprised to find in
the news about the sad stories of ongoing oppression,
persecution and violations of basic human rights in
Burma, a country now called Myanmar by its military
junta. But what is not often immediately obvious from
the outside is the horrible and inhumane conditions
people have been forced to silently endure under the
successive rules of the country’s autocratic and
tyrannical regimes for more than the last four decades.

Burma is a country characterized by its
religious, cultural and ethnic diversity. One of the
underlying problems facing Burma today is the
politicization or misrepresentation of religion and
ethnicity by the country’s ruling military regime,
whose members identify strongly and intimately with
Buddhism. There is no question that Buddhism is a
peaceful religion. But it seems that Buddhism has been
grossly misused and misrepresented by the ruling
military regime.

When | look back into our documentation
for the last ten years, its begin with the news about 5
Chin Christian children lured away and forced to
become young Buddhist monks and nuns in 1995,
and the last documentation as recently as June 2005
includes Chin Christian villagers forced to contribute
labor, money and construction material for a Buddhist
pagoda, where there was no Buddhist in the village.
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When | and my colleagues founded Chin
Human Rights Organization (CHRO), our intention
was to document all incidents of human rights abuses
against Chin people without focusing on a single
issue. However, as time went on, it was quickly
obvious that the issue of religious persecution was a
matter of great concern to us. Not surprisingly, at
least one piece of information in the reports that we
gathered for our bimonthly newsletter, Rhododendron
News, has had to do religious persecution against
Chin Christians.

Starting from 1988, when present Burmese
military regime come into power by Killing thousands
of innocent civilians, the presence of Burmese army
in Chin State has increased up to ten times. Every
section, platoon, company and battalion of Burmese
army has one way or another committed human rights
violations. Forced labor, extortion of money, arbitrary
arrest, torture, and killing, rape and all kinds of human
rights violations occurred on daily basis.

That seems insufficient for the Burmese
military regime. With a slogan to ‘homogenize’ the
country they brought the Hill Buddhist Mission to
Chin State in order to expand Buddhism among Chin
Christians. With this program, hundreds of Buddhist
monks were migrated. And surprisingly, local people
have discovered that many of the monks were not
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mere Buddhist missionaries, but have pistols and guns
hidden under their robes. They have to be
accompanied by a section of Burmese army whenever
and wherever they travel and Chin Christian villagers
are forced to listen to their preaching.

Those who converted to Buddhism are
rewarded by exemption from forced labor, monthly
stipend and education opportunity plus rice, sugar,
cooking oil and basic commodity with specially low
price, while the Christians are facing discrimination
intimidation and insult.

Since the first Chin conversion to
Christianity in the early 1900s following the arrival of
American missionaries, Christianity has been deeply
entrenched in Chin society and has become part of
the Chin cultural identity. And the Chins like to express
their belief in Christianity by planting symbolic
crosses near their village or town.

When the present Burmese military regime
started militarization in Chin state since the early 1990s,
the Chin Christians helplessly watch their church
destroyed, their pastors humiliated, their sisters raped,
their mother enslaved and their father tortured and
killed, the crosses they have planted destroyed one
by one and replaced by Buddhist pagodas where they
were forced to contribute money, labor and
construction materials.

As a human rights activist, | have witnessed
and interviewed several victims of human rights
violations. | can’t forget one of the pastors recount
the ordeal of torture he has gone through at the hand
of the Burmese military. His trembling voice and
sweated face in air conditioned room expressed his
suffering beyond words can convey. He never fully
recovered both psychologically and physically, that
he died a few years later of heart attack.

The force of evil is so strong. The only thing
these persecuted Chin Christians can do in the brutal
face of guns and brutalities is to pray in silence for
justice.

I think I understand what isolation means as
a person who was brought up in a small rural town of
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one of the most isolated area in a country that is one
of the most isolated and repressive regimes in the
world. And, | think I also understand what solidarity
means as a person who have been desperately seeking
peace and justice by protesting against the Socialist
regime from the university campus, taking up arms as
a guerilla fighter in the jungle, as a human rights
activist lobbying at the United Nations, NGOs and
GOs, and documenting and informing the world about
the suffering of the people of Burma as much as | can.

The situation in Burma at present seems
disheartening for those who advocate for justice. It
seems that good is defeated by evil, and justice has
been badly humiliated. However | have never lost
hope believing that justice will prevail in the long run.
My belief and conviction are strong enough to drive
me forward to continue to advocate for change.

An Ethiopian proverb says “When spiders
are united, they can tie down a lion”. | believe that
there will be time when the sound of our silence prayer
for justice will be heard by peace and justice lovers
around the world and responded to with solidarity
and action, the action that will tie down the lion of
injustice. W

[Salai Bawi Lian Mang is co-founder and
director of Chin Human Rights Organization
www.chro.org , and co-author of Religious
Persecution: A Campaign of Ethnocide Against Chin
Christian in Burma]]

This article was published
by Hong Kong based “Response Asia
Pacific Magazine”
in its Summer-Fall 2005 edition
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Rethinking
a Parliamentary-Federal Proposal
for Burma

Dedicated to the marory of Dr. Vumson Suantak, a Chin patriot

ad tireless advocate for federalian in Brna.

Salai 2Za

Uk Ling

Introduction

Most observers and participants of Burma’s
democracy movement generally agree that federalism
provides the best option for the future political
arrangement for a country so diverse as Burma. Even
among ethnic Burmans, who have traditionally tended
to view federalism as a recipe for disintegration and
an end to Burman majoritarian rule, there seems to be
increasing cognizance of the fact that rebuilding a
successful Union of Burma would not be possible
without embracing the principles of federalism. The
rationale for federalism has been convincingly and
effectively argued by both activists and academics
alike, and has become widely accepted and endorsed
by the international community as the most viable
solution to political crises in Burma. Despite the
popularity of a federal solution, however, few people
have actually looked into what a federal-parliamentary
system might entail once it is instituted. There exists
little literature, scholarly or otherwise, that looks at in
details each area of key components of federalism as
they apply to the case of Burma—such studies that
will help propel further discussion and speculation
on exactly how the different power structures might
operate within a federal-parliamentary framework.
Among the area of great interests, and perhaps the
most important concern in Burma, is the relative power
of a federal second chamber to the popularly elected

first chamber, in the area of formulating national policy
agendas, which affect all constituent members of the
federation.

It goes without saying that to have a
successful and cohesive Union, the shared national
institutions need to reflect the internal diversity of
the constituent units as well as to be truly
representative of the people. One way to measure the
represetativeness of internal diversity is by looking
at the composition, as well as constitutional decision-
making powers, delegated to the federal upper house.
It is common understanding that post-transitional
Burma, whether it be under genuine democracy that
activists advocate for, or military-dominated
‘disciplined democracy’ that may come out of the
‘National Convention,” will have a bicameral
legislature. This situation warrants a careful look and
deeper analysis of the nature, prospective functions
and operation of the federal upper house since it is
this second chamber that will ultimately be a
determinant of whether a new Union of Burma will be
a successful, cohesive and effective one. The formal
constitutional power of the federal second chamber
and its subsequent role in important national affairs
will largely determine the strength or weakness of the
voice of the ethnic nationalities in the political process.
Secondary to this, or perhaps even more important, is
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the kind of political system that will go together with
federalism in Burma.

Parliamentary Traditions: Diminished Roles for
the Ethnic Nationalities

Itis generally assumed that Burma will have
amulti-party parliamentary democratic system, a model
of government that was once practiced prior to the
military takeover of 1962. Clearly the general elections
in 1990 were held with this system in mind. Ethnic
opposition groups who have long advocated for
federalism, too, have expressed support for such kind
of a system. But what has long been out of
consideration is the possible implications
parliamentary system of government will have on the
operation of federalism in Burma, especially in regard
to the role of the ethnic nationalities in the political
process.

Responsible Government

A careful look at the dynamics and operation
of federalism in countries that practice parliamentary
form of government with federalism, most notably
Canada and Australia, indicates relatively weak roles
of the Senate, as well as the lack of effective
representation of the voices of internal political units.
Parliamentary system of government is grounded on
the principles of responsible government, a
government that is directly responsible and
answerable to the lower house of the legislature that
is elected on the basis of population. This fact alone
excludes any effective and meaningful role of the
second chamber in important areas of political power
in parliamentary systems. This, in Burma case, will
translate into a weakened role for the ethnic
nationalities in principal areas of political decision-
making, which will put them at a position of double
disadvantage since common sense tells us that the
ethnic Burmans who are majority in terms of
population size will already control the lower house
of the legislature.

Fusion of Power in Parliamentary System

Parliamentary system of government is
characterized by a unique power arrangement, which
is often described as a “fusion of power’ by political
scientists. This is to say that unlike the American
system where there is a clear dichotomy of
constitutional division of powers among the

Executive, Legislature and the Judiciary, parliamentary
form of government provides a ‘fusion,” or
concentration of power in the hands of a single
person—the Prime Minister. In parliamentary
democracies, the Prime Minister controls the rein of
government as well as the lower house of the
legislature. He also has the power to select judges to
the Supreme Court. To put it in crude terms, this vests
the Prime Minister with enormous and largely
unfettered political power—Executive, Legislative, and
to some degree, Judiciary powers. By contrast, the
principles of federalism provide for a division of
powers among the different branches of government,
as well as between the different levels of governments,
in order to allow for ‘checks and balances’ in the
system.

This paints a clear picture of how
parliamentary democracy system would have effect
on the operation of federalism in Burma: a weakened
upper house where the ethnic nationalities could have
the most possible influences in important policy areas
and a very powerful Prime Minister, predictably from
the Burman ethnic group, who has control over both
the Executive and Legislative branch of government.
This will inevitably result in diminished roles and
weakened voice of the ethnic nationalities whose only
effective channel of direct influence in the national
institutions would be through the upper house of the
legislature.

Party Discipline

Perhaps one of the most notable emphases
of parliamentary institutions is strong ‘party
discipline.” The idea behind party discipline is to
achieve cohesion and consistent voice for a political
party to ensure effective implementations of policy or
ideological objectives for that political party. In theory,
a Member of Parliament is supposed to be representing
his or her constituency and is always expected to act
in the best interest of the people from a particular
riding who elected that person. But this is not always
the case in parliamentary system where party
discipline requires an individual Member of Parliament
to conform to party rules and priorities, failure of which
could result in penalties such as demotion or, in
extreme cases, expulsion from that party. By contrast,
the American presidential-congressional form of
government allows for high degree of independence
for individual members of the Congress, which tends
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to be better representative of the voices and needs of
the individual constituencies, rather than of the
political party to which he or she belongs.

Aquick look at Burma’s political and electoral
history during the parliamentary democracy era
between 1948 and 1962, as well as voting outcomes in
the 1990 general elections in which the National
League for Democracy party won more than 80 per
cent of contested seats in the People’s Assembly,
suggests the [possible] dominance of a single national
political party. The military junta never recognized
the outcomes of that elections and continues to insist
on the successful completion of the widely discredited
constitutional drafting process through the National
Convention, which basically seeks to entrench
dominant military role in any future political process.
The landslide victory of the National League for
Democracy party led by Nobel Laureate Aung San
Suu Kyi in 1990 might have been good, both for
symbolic and practical reasons, for a country trying
to express opposition to decades of a one-party
Socialist and military rule. There was in fact a
desperate need for a strong and united national
political party to lead a transitional government that
is trusted by both the people at large and the ethnic
opposition groups. But given that the NLD had won
considerable seats in the ethnic areas, and given that
parliamentary form of government provides for a
strong party discipline, ethnic representatives elected
on NLD tickets might not have been to able to assert
the interests of their constituency as effectively as a
scenario in which they are elected from locally-based
political parties.

The 1990 general elections were meant for a
unicameral legislature with the intention that those
elected will lead a transitional government that will
draft a permanent national constitution, presumably
a federal one, which will have a bicameral legislature.
The popularity of the National League for Democracy,
a party which could retain considerable seats in the
ethnic areas, would have important implications for
the way in which the federal upper house operates.
Already in control the lower house, such a political
party would also enjoy degrees of control over the
behavior of elected ethnic representatives in the upper
house through the mechanism of ‘party discipline’
found in parliamentary traditions. This scenario will
mean a weakened representation of ethnic voice in
the already weak federal upper house. This has

consistently been the case in Australia where voting
patterns in the Senate have been found to be heavily
‘party-oriented,” rather than ‘State-oriented’. The same
is true with Canada where the unelected Senate,
handpicked by the Prime Minister, tends to vote along
party lines, and not necessarily for regional interests.
In essence, this doubly ensures the success of any
legislative agendas for sitting Prime Minister whose
party appointed the most Senators.

Conclusion: A Strengthened Upper House for a
Cohesive Federal Union

For the ethnic people to have any meaningful
and productive voice in the future political process in
Burma, the upper house needs to be empowered in
such a way that it will have absolute or suspensive
veto in all such matters of national importance. The
kind of close executive and legislative relationship in
parliamentary government especially warrants some
sorts of ‘checks and balances’ to guard against
excessive dominance of the executive. This is because
the over-dominance of executive power can have a
corrosive effect on federal cohesion, especially in the
context of Burma since such exercise of power could
be viewed by the non-Burman ethnic nationalities as
an act of arrogant bullying by the Burmans.

A strengthened upper house will inevitably
translate into a strengthened voice for the ethnic
people. In turn, this will create a basis for trust,
harmony and cooperative spirits among members of
the federal constituent units. There is high degree of
imbalance in both geographic and population size
among the different ethnic groups in Burma. The
absence of effective and equal representation in a
powerful upper house could serve as a source of
frustration for constituent units with smaller
population size, which could over time lead to the
erosion of federal solidarity. To bring this into context,
Chin State, for example, had only 13 electoral
constituencies during the 1990 general elections. A
very insignificant number out of a total of 485
constituent seats nationally for the lower house. To
borrow the words of professor Jim Foulds, a former
Ontario provincial Member of Parliament, in raw
political terms the 13 Chin MPs would have
constituted a mere “begging block” in the lower house
of Parliament. However, through equal representation
in the upper house that is equally powerful as the
lower house, they could easily become a “bargaining
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block,” a position that could compel the federal
government to negotiate, rather than simply ignore
the concerns of the Chins.

Scholars researching on federalism have
pointed out the fundamental difference in emphasis
between parliamentary form of government and
federalism. The argument being that whereas the
implicit vision of federalism lies in the division of
powers, parliamentary system of government
emphasizes a fusion or concentration of powers. A
combination of what appears to be mutually exclusive
systems therefore, has significant impact on the
political dynamics and operation of the second
chamber. This led Professor Wheare, a renowned
scholar of federalism, for example, to argue that “the
separation of powers and a strong second chamber
go together, and parliamentary government and a weak
second chamber go together.”

The intent of this essay is not necessarily to
advocate for one particular kind of political system
over another for future political arrangement in Burma.
It has been written to provide as a basis for further
discussion that will explore the wisdom or demerit of
a parliamentary-federal form of government for future
political arrangement in Burma.

* The author originally intended this
article to be an academic essay, which would
provide deeper analyses of the topics presented
with wider research on comparison and contrast
among parliamentary, presidential, and hybrid
from of political arrangements. However, due to
time constraint and other personal limitation, this
informal essay is written with the view of providing
introductory insight into the prospective nature of
operation and dynamics of federal institutions
under the much approved and widely talked-
about parliamentary democracy in Burma. It is
hoped that this article will incite further discussion
on the subject.

*Salai Za Uk Ling graduated with a
degree in Political Science from Lakehead
University, Canada in 2005. A former General
Secretary of Chin Student Union, he currently
serves as News Editor for Chinland Guardian
Newsgroup, and Associate Editor for
Rhododendron News, a bi-monthly newsletter
published by Chin Human Rights Organization,
which informs current human rights situations in
Chin State and western Burma.
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The crux of
Conflict : Ethno-centric Burman

superior

mindset

By- Salai Za Ceu Lian

Date:

Most commentators, especially those of
Burman origin explain the ethnic conflictin Burma
by condemning the colonial rulers as a
scapegoat of Burma’s prolonged political
deadlock. They said the internal hostilities and
conflict of Burma was a legacy of Colonial rule.
On the other hand, those holding the
superior mindset of Burman chauvinism also
claimed that the flaw of the 1947 constitution and
the clause intensifying the internal conflict of
Burma was the enshrinement of secession rights
in the Union Constitution for the Shan and Karreni
peoples, which could be exercised after 10
years of living in the Union. By all means, if one
fully understands the nature of the twist and turns
of real politics, they would rather come to
conclude that neither the conflict of present Burma
is that of the legacy of colonial rule nor is the
secession rights clearly enumerated in the Union
Constitution. But rather, to cut it short, the root of
long-standing conflicts staggering the Union of
Burma is the chauvinistic mindset and Burman
superior ethno-centrism possessed by the ethnic
Burman, thinking that majority Burman ethnic

20th April,

2005

groups are superior to the rest of other
nationalities. Burman superior mindset was the
chief reason and it has been the crux of the
Burma’s internal conflict. To make it clear, the
tyranny of Burman majority and (their) the
Burman ethnic groups’ blatant refusal to
accept the equal status of the rest of the ethnic
nationalities as equal partners of the Union
dragged Burma into a conflict zone. Unlike
our fellow ethnic Burmans, it is worth noting that
the colonial rulers had fully recognized the national
sovereignty, self-determination, and legitimate
independence status of the Chin, Kachin, and
Shan nations.

A native Shan scholar, late Dr. Choa Tzang
Yawnghwe, the son of first president of newly
independent Burma, stated, “The ethnic dimension
of state-society dysfunction in Burma has two
interrelated facets. One is political, and the other has
to do with the restoration of ethnic harmony”. Not
only ethnicity, to reinforce this point, the main
problem and the existing nature of conflictin the
Union of Burma is political as it was widely agreed
by most scholars and analysts. In the case of
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Burma, given the fact that Burma is multi-ethnic
country, race or ethnicity plays a key role in
shaping the Union of Burma and its political
landscape. Again in 1960-62, when the non-
Burman leaders collectively attempted to
readdress the Constitutional crises based on a
genuine principle of federalism as envisioned in
the Panglong conference, U Ne Win, the first
dictator of Burmese military regime, who
misunderstood the term federalism or federalist
movement of ethnic leaders as a secession from
the Union, staged a military coup with the pretext
of saving the Union from breaking up. Here,
either Ne Win or any one condoning the
same ideology of such kind should have
understood that the quetion of leaving the
Union or joining the Union was totally upto
each region joining the Union on equal
footing and voluntary basis.

To elaborate more here, even though Ne
Win had justified his military coup with a
beautiful phrase, “rescuing the Union from
disintegration”, the chief reason behind his action
was driven by the fact that his chauvinistic view
of Burman being a superior ethnic groups or big
brothers to the rest of other nationalities, and
that very notion motivated him to deny the
inherent and constitutional rights of the ethnic
Shan, Karenni, Kachin, Chin and other
nationalities. Actually, to bring historical fact, during
the struggle for independence from the British, the
demand of the amalgamation of the excluded areas
such as the Chin, Kachin, Shan, and Karenni into the
political dominion of Burma proper by leaders of
ministerial Burma or Burma proper was the attempt of
Burman chauvinists to assimilate those culturally
diverse ethnic nationalities into Burmanization.
However, the British imperialists made it clear to U
Aung San and his delegates visiting London for
Burma’s independence that no independence of the
entire present day Union of Burma could be given
unless and without the prior consultation and

authorized approval of those excluded areas or frontier
peoples and, furthermore stated that the ultimate
decision for the future of those excluded areas had to
be only made by they (excluded areas) themselves
alone. After realizing the absolute necessity
of recognizing the equal status of those
independent nations with ministerial Burma, U
Aung San returned to consult the leaders of these
independent nations that he had no right
whatsoever to represent in the up-
coming Londontalk. Inthe conference thatwas
held in February 1947 after he came back from
London, U Aung San had fully
acknowledged the national sovereignty of the
Chin, Kachin, Shan and Karreni. Here, we have
to  understand the fact that
Burmanization policy had long been started since
the independence movement.

From the time the Union of Burma
became independent in 1948 until today,
regardless of the parliamentary democracy era
under Prime Minister U Nu, the revolutionary
Council later known as the Burmese Socialist
Program Party (BSPP) under dictator or tyrant
Ne Win, the State Law and Order Restoration
Council (SLORC) under General Saw Mawng, and
currently the State Peace and Development
Council (SPDC) under General Than
Shwe, the names and their banners only
has changed, but they are all of the
same ethnicity, belonged to the race of
Burman or Myanmarese ethnic group.
Their underlying philosophy behind their
grip on power is driven by the same
ideology. Their view is to hold up Burmese
as a superior one and maintain that the
Burmans should control the Union by
exploiting the rest of the other nationalities.
Their move is to be interpreted as a force
to assimilate all the diverse ethnic groups
into Burmanization.
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While defining this notion of Burman being
a superior race, Dr. Choa Tzang eloquently pointed
out and | qoute,” It is important for all the races,
especially for the Bama, to fully embrace the idea
of equality. Many Bama seem to think of the
Bama as superior, or as “Big Brothers”, although
there is no evidence of the Bama being superior
to any “race”, collectively or individually”. For the
peaceful co-existence of those culturally diverse
nationalities within one political system is
concerned, unless the Burman ethnic groups
discard the superior ideology of their nationalism,
no stable Union can ever be established in the
future. Therefore, regardless of what ethnic
group one belongs to, at the first place, all the
stakeholders should eliminate the notion
of attempting to control the collectively owned
territory of the Union of Burma by a single ethnic
group. By excluding the rest of the other ethnic
groups, no single ethnic group has right
to determine and discuss the future interest of
the Union on any issues that are related to the
well-defined territory of the Union of Burma. At
this point, it is worth recognizing that all ethnic
groups in the Union claim and defend their own
inherent national rights both individually and
collectively.

Historically, despite the exploitation of
all sorts of political cleavages were played
against the non-Burman ethnic nationalities by
the Burman majority groups with their driven
ethno-centrism, the non-Burman ethnic
nationalities are still committed to building astable
union under the federal system. As the term
“Federal Union” is a Union formed jointly by
diverse independent people, while still retaining
their national identities, for the future reformation
of the Union of Burma, any move to oppose
federal state or federal union by proposing a
unitary state is and would be a roadblock to
achieving the stable Union. Ever since the 1988
people’s uprising, all the ethnic nationalities of
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the Union of Burma have jointly participated in
the struggle for democracy together with ethnic
Burman believing that the ongoing struggle for
federalism under democracy would respect
the principle of equality, national self-
determination, and political autonomy for every
nationalities within the Union.

Regardless of any ideological confrontation
towards rebuilding the stable Union, the key to
solving the conflicts of the Union of Burma is to have
the unanimous acceptance and recognition of each
national sovereignty and equal status respectively
by all ethnic nationalities of the Union. No superior
or inferior mindset be condoned whatsoever among
the stakeholders of the Union. At this point, what we
have to make clear again is the term the usage of ethnic
minorities in referring to the collective forces of the
non-Burman ethnic segments such as the Chin, Kachin,
Mon, Rakhine (Arakan), Shan, Karen, Karenni. They
are neither ethnic minorities nor just an indigenous
peoples, but they are peoples and nation with rich
culture, living in the well-defined territory of their own
and they have a history like those of our
fellow Burmans. To repeat, they occupied their well-
defined demarcation of their own territory like their
fellow Burmans. Let us be very clear that there is no
predestined provision or any sort of authorization
provided to the Burman ethnic groupsto exploit
against the rest of other nationalities in today’s
political arena of the Union of Burma. Therefore,
to establish a stable Union in future, the
onus totally is on our fellow Burman.
They should sincerely mull over whether they
would discard their superiori mindset or they
would continuously repeat the colossal mistakes
that they commited behind the long political
deadlocks of the Union of Burma which our
entire history has been witnessing. m
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Brief Actitities Report of Dr. Sui Khar,
Joint General Secretary
cum
Secretary of External Affairs of CNF

Dr. Sui Khar met Chief of Mission of UNHCR, Kuala Lumpur

Now, there are about 20000 Chins in Malaysia and only less than 10% of them are
recognized as “Person of Concern” status by the Office of United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees. About 3000 applications are under process and the rest are waiting for approach
to the UNHCR. About 1500 refugees have been interviewed by embassy of United States for
resettlement in the States in which 1200 cases are withheld for further processes because of
Patriot Acts. Dr. Suikhar had honour to meet twice with Chief of Mission of the office of
UNHCR, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia at its office in late December, 2005 and explained situation
of Chin people under military regime of Burma, and requested the Chief of Mission to pay
special attention and expedite the process of applications of the Chin refugees.

Attending Seminar on “Role of India in Burma’s National Reconciliation”

Seminar on Role of India in Burma’s National Reconciliation was organized in New
Delhi from 6-7, February 2006 by Mizzima News Group and Asia Center for Human Rights in
which Dr. Suikhar presented a paper on behalf of Ethnic Nationalities Council (Union of Burma)
and National Reconciliation Programme (Burma). He called for international community to
come up with common strategy on Burma and requested India to take place leadership role in
it.

Meeting with Burma’s Special Rapporteur

Dr. Suikhar and Prof. Paulo Sergio Pinheiro who is the UN Special Rapporteur on
situation of human rights in Burma had discussion on situation on human rights in Burma in
February 24, 2006 in UN Office Building, Bangkok. Dr. Suikhar commented three points on
the report of the Special Rapportuer, which is going to submit in the 62" session of the UN
Commission on Human Rights (now, Human Rights Council). Dr. Suikhar raised the following
three points on the report to him:

56 000 - 2006




Vol. 1/06 Chin National Journal

(1) Long-terms imprisonment on Hkun Tun Oo and General Hso Ten should be

incorporated in summary report.

(2) Ethnic Nationalities Council’s position on “humanitarian assistances” should

state in the report.

(3) The Special Rapporteur should encourage the international community for

implementation of the UN General Assembly’s resolution on Burma.

The report has been finalized and could not amend in accordance with the UN
procedure so that the Special Rapporteur promised the aforesaid points would be reflected in
the Press Statement. He also invited further comment on his report within two weeks.

Meeting with the UN country representative to Burma

Regular meetings have been conducted between UN Specialized Agencies and
Programs and opposition leaders who base in border areas since September 2005. In early
March 2006, the aforesaid meeting was held in Bangkok in which Dr. Suikhar also managed
to participate in the meeting and Mr. Charles Petrie who is UN Country Representative, Ms.
Elizabeth and others from UN agencies who work in Burma also attended. Mr. Petrie explained
about their attempts to protest guidelines to non-governmental organizations including UN
agencies, recently issued by the military regime. He said that, “we have guiding principles in
accordance with international humanitarian law and standards” so that we could not accept
the guidelines which is issued by regime because it is not compatible with our guiding principles.
But the military regime is not demanded to strictly follow their guidelines so far. Dr. Suikhar
said that we may urge the non-governmental organizations including the UN agencies to pull
out from Burma if the regime asks to be abided their guidelines so.

57 000 - 2006



(3]08(\'{8(]]0:?[?080)82 OOE]ﬁ.

CHRO gldoBonogd  nlf:eslCiesnlypigticds
208y 238 :60: me@lsoewo: o :80f Y

- = s

A
4 38:es00cloBemS8dobypig  ylesiofyp:
6316416508

-
Smdfaoqody meyeg §é0y q&q&§:§:@§*

T

q@cf,:oémemo@mméeos“e: o{:w@eag:ey



dlo8eqiqpagSqigoooéigoSoad:

— Qj&sgc:ﬁ[:oao:mf)é:cﬁ mo%wm@é&o%émoéoa&m@m CEU%ODS’D@(S &U%oo%em%e es:;@@ sc;eowl) Joog)
?s%(%l @»goﬁm (oo) Q(Yge%; ( J@)q&eimog s%%oo—@%‘eo;?ogog me@cpogg GS’Q’JO@ Shel (qc,oegw@u 90,99
®ézs¢;eo:ogg c\?goq%ssa%qgé@oqp: O\?SOOSE&I doBch eﬂoggc$§®§ qgo%@gzedoz[g[c?f)é@oaén

— Qj&s%ﬁlzooosoogém @éo%eq:qogoﬁs? U)OO%?‘[ (B((?[Q%Qﬂ’):l U)8§2 e&gzemogmaﬂ)L§§ ofB’EcG;% 39@@91 (Burma
Relief COUI’]C”)@ moo%ﬁ% ?ﬁlc\%edoz.%@ Joos) §§<5| ecseorré]éﬂco (J) Q(ﬁe§o%8 GO 30CNICFR @[C\ES @:Dén

- Joos :ﬁ%l GOG(ST(S]%C\)S’;%J& o%&%géée@ofxﬁ@%ﬁ oqlgzooaé (Ethnic National COUI’]C") 8’3@&% 35603 o%
m8§: B(&?S?é (ﬂo%ezﬂ&eaoogoogm m(ﬁegp(‘fo)e}@wéu

- Joos §§<5| 00500 ( Jo)qo%eﬁsuogg @Jecpn%ooé (oq) @ge@fxﬁl oo&sem%@i 3;@8:39§o:(r°]_> 8&’38}0@@@%3%8
es:;o?:@ggo cqgsoa}qo w&saagzsae?o:o%’ U)8§: nggsa&saoﬁ mgeeorﬁ@@é:&%g?@ U)S?”:bl]’): c"eco(c:go
056aPe33[03005

- Qj&s%ﬁlzoao:mﬁeem%@% :Eogoa:m@g mf)q]‘)”:c{p: 3’9@@033@@0:0}? Joos zﬁ& @ Qo%m (o) qcfoxf» (oo)qogg;oS
38%09— @%eoq?of)@f)mec?qoogg emoggggoquoéw&gn oo&sm»é:sgeo:a% oo&%:e@?&e@oo&ﬂo:l 006075
@8@38:%8.?(3 U)Sﬁ;”:qps almj&go oon%eqpcf)a}@oaén

—— Joos) §§8l %OSU)OC\)C{D%&OOS% nggoaé ou%@o%{l:%& ocf%@c%goﬁsqngo% ogo:ecpo%@: oogeeoo%ooo:c{p:§§
eogua{??l[gp?géoaén q&s;qj:ooosm@eemgé C\?8C$:8’JGBSDG§I ®8ao€eqs e@T@aooEﬁ 39@@39@@@10:3’9@07‘

exgregroaloifgglyRoopde

FIRST

N
(AL ASSEMBLY

ndf: oo vwem[f§  géimdj0n:pe0ns§
246 8§ 38:[q 05 [mai0f

000933@5 qJS:s%ﬂ[:ooo:émoé
M 6PN 0 03:09 05098 o]
s SBicfSonnegeSy

¢
SJOJUJ(DC[




00)')(3056@16:68006%0:% é: 3)0{1

—  doBmeecgecy 3208:6050):562005 JoBom0§dodicSepiadnddaged joos 951 8etornco (o) qé%@@oogcoqﬁ:
ooaé: ?o%wsg[c__yoag ﬁgsesoaé]o%émoéa% ogo:eqoo%;}oaéu 98: écooéogg émoéé:mégll(ﬁm@g - ?8:

o...Q .00 _Q _coC Q (o § 9 o Q Q ¢ _Qo¢._QcC
&{”:%ODQ? SQUOJC:L[)?U{I@C\D@?C@OG&;’JC U)@GSO’)O’)GGTQI ﬁe:eﬂﬁw?mowcmmo:l ODBGCQI:S{(‘OO(YA)OD OO?:OD@:GGT:I

Q. [ Q e cne [P SN Q
| «%CCGC{J 098’396qu C%{qumgqp,@goocequ 0038@(; SEI?U)O?JC@O@@ODEII
- O)U%ODBD@OQ(S]UQD 9(\)’)5030%0)8‘4 OOU%OOS’D@&(S]O%O oGO’)%SO%G?‘D C°SDGO° 3 OOG &@ 6]@®< G) (YSG
3 : o rac0103 joo 51 egdlfieo (8) apbessy
Q 09 Q e o Q ome Q.. QQx . Q. _Q Q Q Q Q e Q
®U)O@o 99%03—@:?@0?0300@[}0)@“730 GS”DOC@C?O O’%IC&)%C?OJ@II 9Cn 8’9@@03’9603020 oo:%@cnogca C\POC§o
Q Qe Q. _ama C Q. .. _CMRC e o Q cRQ cQ Q Q Q
8’3@@10@03’)&{]’_% mc&a)Cc@Cnl B?C\D&O?oODO@CJ G%‘LC\EOC§0®84{J’)°8H?U)§C9I moe,eﬁ G(‘OGGq @@eooocc? S’QGOT
Q @ Q cRQ SN Q
oooqﬂqe@ GOT(_U(DQJ’D‘, QZI?U)@CDQ{J’L @l@?o @@OD&II
o ¢ _a Q N Q Q¢ e, ¢, . Q Q Q
- (‘DG:?S’] 8’96@?(‘0 SHCnc\.RG’Q%)QS’Qqu 3’3(0903’30)@9? G’]ﬂ(‘f)m’) ﬁfa@%)C\{lc?o@?OD@ JOOG ??@I G(SGOTO’]Q CUS’QC(AJCo
90 oM Q_Q _QQ Q@ . Q cQ Q Q e Qg _A1Q Q Q 3N Q
8(?61@@@§00I B?CG@’)CO@LO% eepmﬂcoog;qo @(SGOTOF]QOD (JO) GlO’DG?,UA)C O)OBoGé]CoGGOOCQU’)oc§(; G%@?@@ODEII
Qo O Q Q e ¢ Q PN SN SR PN N Q Q Q Q Q
- QICnS”unoOD’)oUDOGGU)’)Gq S’DOU)‘DB (OG)G@O(DS?G@@(D(DOJOOO?@OQ% 3’9@8{3’9?’)00’? JOOG ?§®I @@C\) (OO)q(‘DG:?OOgC
Q90 < e o Q cme QN Q Q. Q¢ cN.Q _¢Q e < o C_Q
8’3%@—@%80«?&)@00}6«?@[’)%}0 GS’Q’)C@C?O O’.UCA.)@OD&II OQC,Q’.)CUJ§° EDCo(a)O?o [eal¥2]=leps) (D(DGOD'?’)UU)EE”O«?Q
Q Q_cg.9 _«Q £2)s8 onSoie caISs Q. [1Q,.,.QQe o, QQ Commrar 0 QO o o
U)O’AJ O)O@GO)’)(D@BJD&Z”O (UJOO:%@)«?Q U)U?”f GalCs GSO’_)CQ{I’JQI [gc?@Oa%CCC\?e&BCGTJ G(’)q]’_)CoODOqu’Ja 8?0’)@[0’)0’)@
co cgo o Q _Q Q Q Q o Q
U)OB:(T) (D(DBZ(D:&U[U?Q U)O@GCO’)S’QCP%F{I’JZ O’)(‘DGQTJO’)@@OD&II

——JOOG ?§8| @@@390282 Of?g:qgsoaozcgqﬂ:euozemoég? é:()’):%GOO’DEGOI ﬁf:(\'{l:%ﬁ%:é‘o’)@é]ggl S’DqﬁSODO:@$

ema3 § w08 §15 8 5

335$ e o Tl




N\ C 0
QGOOOOR—

® do? qsapgjsecpunn 2088i3aq 20833, 2og0
03 005§z o3:op0:05800508:gm25056[gs,
0303605092:3,0305 CROHEREDC0C0ESE3E
cooe}oooga(%mo o0l

° meﬁ:o&o:eqsm%(ﬁ orf?’(rggogor\geo?ep?o
QR0 3a00Ed6[0R 3ac0CdeEa0 dod
U)LC)@GCDSQ\L (ﬂo%qé?%:qj(‘fgoﬁci:or?&f? <)
conoEgacopdedlol)

- saqjrooosqbopydoogo dBodidBeqptia

c (& [} 9
‘?9 (T)’DC?ODG@’)QG%T)O’JC?OI

9 QN0 C 09 .0 OC _ Ox o O N_Q € codacSBEAASAS
@o(a)ooG(DC\BU;(DU) | S’D(T.EI lo(Do(a)’)oO? (T]?O\ODC\? lo§° 39%(1]60@@’%(\?09390@00%6(\%@0)09@U)@ ODOI0I
- T Q o ¢ P T T

@@GCD?OOO’)SZ/[O( ODCUJ«%,@OC‘%)

G(D&EX{)E%%OR SZC\HGUEZ &Eq@ﬁ@é\
3380%%2OJOZ({I’JEGO)%C\P%GQE?D&&’J%GOQZOD%’)(Y%%SCB(\%J

L



